Confronting Our Common Crises: Inter-State 
Compacts 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=YW-dC7JcJTQ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YW-dC7JcJTQ 





Uploaded by Romero Institute (https:/Avww.youtube.com/channel/UCmgxtYQ_6scR7wlTmInRCxA) on Sun 
May 17 2020. 


Learn more and get involved: Romerolnstitue.org 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=YW-dC7JcJTQ) 


[Music] so what the states are doing the state of New York the state of California the state of Washington 
and the state of Massachusetts they've been trying to avoid the process of bidding against each other 
through a thing called interstate compacts this is this is an extraordinarily important issue | want you to 
remember for example a particular underground aquifer may run beneath three different states so those 
three different states can enter into an interstate compact governing the protection of the quality of that water 
in those states but work well we're engaged in right now at the Romero Institute is we're researching how 
these states can join together through an interstate compact in and we collectively work as a unified entity to 
be able to address the the pandemic that's going on in their state their states because the federal 
government refuses to protect them and | want to be extremely careful about this because | don't want this in 
this collective of interstate compacts to be just among democratic states | mean that's basically almost 
creating a secessionist movement from the federal government so it's going to be important or some of the 
Republican governors to join in this interstate compact to help protect their own citizens during this crisis but 
we want it as | said to stay in place to have this interstate compact for dealing with crises like this and have 
them deal with the with the global climate change so that when we remove the California green new deal into 
place here in the state of California that we can then get the state of Washington to do the same 
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the state of Washington to do the same thing we can get the state of New York to do the same thing we can 
get the Illinois to do the same thing we're trying to get the states to pass a comprehensive green New Deal 
that is far more forward-leaning then the federal government is willing to do I'm insisting among all the 
different conversations I'm having I'm insisting that we do everything that we can do to do this inside the 
present laws that we can utilize our Constitution we can utilize our our laws authoring interstate compacts I'm 
trying to do everything that we can do because other people are starting to talk now I think that we have a 
special obligation those of us who who believe in the constitution of our government who believe in the the 
ability of democracy to rise up even in the face of some of the hurdles this is one of the reasons why the 
Christic Institute existed there and why the Romero Institute exists to be able to provide counsel to our 
people our progressive people in the country of how we can get to where it is that we need to get without 
going outside of the boundaries of the law and that's what we're here to provide you [Music] 
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